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ARTIFICIAL PHOTOSYNTHESIS

The end point is a storable fuel such as hydrogen - requiring different catalysts and a different approach

Incoming light excites
electron-hole pairs within
asemiconductor antenna

LIGHT

The holes suck in spare
electrons from water,
producing oxygen

Electrons combine with protons
released inwater splitting to
make molecular hydrogen
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Light energy splits water in the presence of a catalyst to create
malecular oxygen, releasing hydrogen ions (protons) and electrons

LIGHT
,' The protons and electrons are combined
o ’ ° with atmospheric (0, to make storable
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H puoikr) pwtoobvBeon. Me tnv a&lonoinon tng VEPYELAC TOL HALOV TO VEPDS
Slaonatatl o v6Poydvo Kat 0ELydvo Kat dnutovpyobvTatl LéaTAvlpakec (YAVKOZN) UE
Tn Boribeta Tov atuUooPalplkoL 6toéstbiov Tov avBpaka.

Kottd€Ete éva @utd va amoppopd tnv €vépyela tov AALov. Elvat 600KOAO va unv
aloBavBeite pla xpowd and CNAla. Ekel kdBetol KABE YEpa AMOOTIWVTAC TEPATTLEG
noodTNTEG Kauo(pwyv amd TO NALAKS @WG, Xwplc O6A0 autd To OldoTNUA va
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anoBANnBel tinota neploodtepo BAaBepd amd to 0Euydvo oL XPELAlOPACTE yla va
avaTVEOLUE. ATIO TNV GAAN HEPLE N €Eaywyn Kavolpwy and ta BABN tng 'ng sivat
KaTtd €EovTWTIKO TPOMo i damavnpery uvnébeon: kdvouvue €E6pPLEN KApRouvov,
netpeAaiov Kat QuOKOL agplov amd To £6a@QOoC KoL OTav Ta Kal{hE mMapdyovv TOAD
nepLoodteEPO OLoEe(bLo Tov AvBpaka amd 4,TL yrnopei N 'n va amoppoPriocL.

AuT6 mouv 6ev KAvouvpue €lval va HIMNBO0UE TNV TOKTLKA TWY QLUTWY, TOVG aANBLYOLC
NMPACLVOUC TMOAEULOTEC. «[MeploodTEPN NALAKA evépyela MEPTEL atn 'n o 1 wpa amnd
0,TL xpnowdotmolel n avBpwndtnTa o €vav oAdkAnpo xpoévo”, Aéel o Nate Lewis,
XNHULKOC oTo IlvoTtitodTo Texvoloyiag tng KaAlwpdpviag otn MNaocavtéva.

ZEPOVUE TWC VO UETATPEWOLHE QLTHAY TNV EVEPYELX O NAEKTPLKN EVEPYELX - YL
MaPAdELYHA UE TA QWTOROATAIKA. AAAG 0 AALOC OEVv AdumeLl mAvTa, OTAV Kol OTov
BEéAovuE. MEOw TNG PWTOOLYOEDONC, Ta PLTA £xouv TNV aglolNAEvTN LKAvOTNTA VA
METATPEMOLY TO NAWOKO QWC 0O KOOOWO, €TOL WOTE va Hmopolvy va TNV
anoBnkebovy Kol va tnv Kaive apydtepa. Edv Ba unmopovoape va KAvouvue To (8o,
TOTE e TNV amoBrikevon TNG NALAKAC €véEpyelag KaT ‘evBelav oe o de€apevn
KALO(UWY, Eva JEYAAO MEPOC TWVY EVEPYELAKWVY TIPORANUATWY pag Ba AUBOEl.

Twpa PHEYAAEC eTalpelec B akOua Kal N KuB€pvnon twv HIMA B6a mpoonabrioouvv va
K&vouv auTtéd mov MEPLYPAYAUE TLo MAvw. H mpdKAnon tng TteEXVNTAC pwTtooLvOeong
anodeltkvoeTal 6TL elval pla and T peEYAADTEPEC MTPOKARTELC TNG avBpwndTNTAC.

Kaveig dev eime 6Tl n ewTtoolbvBeon elval e0KOAO va yivel. Ta @utd YxpeldoTnKaAY
EKATOMMUPLO xpoévia yia va €EeALXO00V, Kat akdun kat Twpa dev elval Wblalitepa
KaAd o’ aut tn dadikaoia. H gwtoobvbeon avtd mov kKdvel 6Ao Kat OAo €lval va
xpnotpomnotel Tnv evépyela Tov AALOL yLa va dlaomdoel To vEPO OTA CLOTATIKA TOU,
To LOpoydvo Kot TO Ofuydvo, Kol va Ta avoadlatdEel ot YNUIKA popLa o
EVEPYNTIKA - 0TNV MEPMTWON TWY LTWVY, ETLEAYVOVTaL LOATAVOPaKEC (YALKOTN) HE
™n Bori@sla Tou aTHOoOPALPLKOL BloEeldiov Tov AvBpaka. AAAG éva OTAvVTAPT QUTO
anoBnkeDEL HOVO HEPKA TOLC €KATO TNG OLaB€olung nNALAKAG EVEPYELOG OF€
LOATAVOPAKEC. AV 0 NALOC AQUTIEL TTOAD €VTOVA OL ‘UNXAVEC’ TOL QUTOD EvoxAolvTal,
KAs{vovtag TNV mapaywyrnd MET& amnd meplnov pwon wpa. OL odvOeTtoL @uatkol
KXTOAOTEC ov Bonbolv Tn dadikaoia amodopobvTal ypAyopa Kal MPEMEL yia avTd
TO AGYO OLVEXWGE VA AVOVEWVOVTAL.

OL vdaTdvBpakeg Hev elval Ta KAADTEPA ATOONKELTIKA KADOLUA YLO TOLG OKOTIOOG
mov B€Aovue. Xpewaldpoote KAEATL TO KaBapd, pe kKaBapdtepn KadON KOl ME
vynAdTEPN evepyelakn MukvéTNTA. TOo LEPOYOVO €lval yla TOOTOUVG TOUG AGYOULC L
caeri¢ emAoyrf. Evowpatwvel pwa tepdoTia oD, amobnkedel dudulon QOPEG
neploodTePn EvEPYELX avd XIALOYpappo, and 6oo n ocuuBaTtik Bevlivn. BdAte To 0¢€



Mo KOYPEAN KOLO{MOL KOl UMOPE(TE va dNULOLPYACETE NAEKTPLKA EVEPYELA OTOTE TO
BeAfoeTte, ovvdvdlovTtac To Ye 0Euydvo, POC Eva TPOTLOY AKPWC KaBapd, To OO0
vePo.
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The end point is a storable fuel such as hydrogen - requiring different catalysts and a different approach

Incoming light excites The holes suck in spare Electrons combine with protons

electron-hole pairs within electrons from water, released inwater splitting to

asemiconductor antenna producing oxygen make molecular hydrogen
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H texvntr pwtoolvOeon. Eva NuLayWyLLo ToLT SLa0TACEWY UEPLKWV TETPAYWVLKWY
XIALOOTWY, Héoa oc Eva moTript apatol 0E€oc¢ and unatapla e KATAAVTEG ané nAaTiva
XPNOLUOMOLE(TaL yla THY Mapaywyrn vdpoyovou
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OAa autd onuaivouv 6tL n Texvnti ewTtoolvBeon dev elval anmAd n pipnon TG
PWTOOoLVOEONC. aLTA TO KAVEL KAADTEPA. «AKODYETAL TOOO ATAG: KAveTE dldomaon
HOvo Tou vepoL», €Enyel o Daniel Gamelin, xnuikd¢ oto TMMavemOTAMIO TNG
OuvdoLYKTOV OTO ZLATA.

O 0OuwdBoAog, Opwg, PBploketar oTIC Acmtopépelec. Mpwta Oa  mpémel  va
KATOUOKELAOETE Ml «KEpala» mTov Ba poldlel peE pio CLUPBOATIKA EWTOPROATAIKN
KOPEAN YLO VA ATIOPPOPACEL TO PWC KL VO XPNOLLOTIOL{OOVE TNV EVEPYELX TOU YL
va aMEAELBEPWOEL NAEKTPOVIA. TN OLVEXELR, emMePBaivel N xNUela: Ta nAekTpdVLA
npénel va kKaBodnynbolv amd €1O6kOUC KaTaAADTEC Ot éva cOVOBETO YX0opd yLa va
aVTLOPACOLY PE TA CWOTA HopLa WOTE va Ttapaxboiv Ta KaloLuo oL BEAOULLE.

To 1998, o John Turner, o€ cuvepyaoia pe Tov ouvadeApd tov Oscar Khaselev oto
Aueplkavikd Epyaotiplo Avavewoluwy MNMnywv Evépyeltag oto KoAopdvto, €6e0e Ta
oTavTopT. «Mla pépa mepMATWVTOC €060 pLa agloa yla TNV TEXVNTH pwTOooLVOEaDN,
Kal oKEPTNKA - Mmopw va Bondriow o€ avtd”, Aéel. Metd and €va xpdvo HOVAELAC
CUUTMEPLAAMPBAVOUEVWY KOL TWY NALAKWY CLAAEKTWY amd Tto péBep t™nG NASA oTOV
Apn, e€lxe TN OLOKELH TOUL: €va NUIOYWYLUO TOUT OLKOTACEWY MEPLKWY
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TETPAYWVIKWY XIALOOTWY, MEoa Ot €va mMoTAPL apalol of€oC amd pnoatapla HE
KATaADOTEC and mAaTiva. ZTo ew¢ Tou HALov, dpxloe va avaBADlsL aéplo vdpoydvo
and TNV em@dvela Tov TO, ME Ml amédoon 12 TOLC €KATO WG TPOG TNV
eloepyOuUeEVN NALAKNA EVEPYELQ.

Ynipxov OUWC MEPLKEC EUTIAOKEC. To LOPOYOVO avakaTelETAL UE TO 0ELYOVO, TOU
MOGC KAVEL Eva eKPNKTLKO pelypa. H ovokevn ta ‘motge petd amnd nepimov 20 wWpEC,
AOyw TNC 0&eldwoncg. Eva mo Amua cboTnua Ba tpogodoteltal e vePd, KL OXL 0ED
purataplag. Kot dev Ba elvat ¢tnvd: éva 4 600 SoAdpla avd TETPAYWVIKO EKATOOTO,
O Tépvep vmoAoyiCel 6TL ATtav nepimov 10-mAdoL0 KOOTOLC yLa TNV MaApAywyrh TOL
LOPOYOVOL CE AOYLKH TLUA.

Moapdpola TPOBAAMOTO €XOUV TOAALMWPEAOEL OAX TA OLOTAMATA TEXVNTAC
ewTooLvOeonG amd toTe. «To cOOTNUA MPEMEL va (VAL ATOTEAECUATIKG, TIPETEL val
elval onvo, kal Ba mpémnel va elval Kat Loxvpsd”, Aéet o Gamelin. Na meTOYoLUE KoL
Ta Tplo TOuTOXpova elvalr To MPOPBANUa, Afel o Lewis. «Av OlaAéEete B0o
omoLadAToTE KPLTAPLA JOVO TOTE PMOPW VA 0OC TO PTLAEW.»

To €E€umvo XPAMO €XEL OUWC WG 0TOX0 va BaAel kat Ta 3 KpLttApla poll. N avtd Kal
dekadec etalpeiec oe 6A0 TOV KOOPO aywvilovTtol va TO TMETOXOLYV HE TIOAAQ
KEQAAQLA.

MnvynA: physics4u.wordpress.com/New Scientist
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